62                        INFLUENCE OF CHRISTIANITY*
u Philip IV. and our own Elizabeth were the contemporaries' of Akber ; and while Europe was convulsed and desolated with the wars which arose out of the Reformation, India reposed in unexampled prosperity under the tolerant sway of her Mussulman autocrat. "While Philip was extinguishing the last embers of industry and commerce in-Spain, by the unremitting persecution of Morisco, Jew and heretic, and waging the most sanguinary warfare against the civil and religious liberties of the Low Countries, Akber was endeavoring to blend, under one peaceful and equitable government, the discordant elements of the vast Indian: population " (Vol. Ixviii.). "We have not only introduced Christianity, but we have driven the people to a misery that they never knew in the old days. Hear the words of Mr. Phillimore : " There is no spot of the earth where all that is necessary for the support of its inhabitants is raised with more facility. . , . Spices, grain, indigo, sandal-wood, opium, pepper, vegetables and fruit are equally abundant. Sugar, though it requires more labor, can be raised with: the same success. The cattle, though small and yielding little milk, more than compensate by their numbers for their want of strength. Fish swarm in the rivers, the woods are full of game. . . When we seized upon this land, the overflowing of its soil fed distant regions " ("History of England during the Reign of George III., vol. i.). [The quotations were read from " England, India and Afghanistan."} Now these people die of starvation by hundreds and by thousands. Christianity has indeed progressed to a remarkable and alarming extent. But I am told that the persecutions I allege are the effect of what is called Christianity, and not of true Christianity. I can only judge the tree by its fruits. I only know that every Christian Church did persecute; there was nothing to choose between one and another; and' I say that wherever you get religion there you get persecution ; wherever you get religion sincere, there you will" have persecution. Persecution is less to-day, because Ereethought is so widely spread that even Christians themselves are not sure of the eternal damnation of the heretic, and they do not like to burn him. But the suttee is, abolished we are told. The suttee has been very much exaggerated ; Abbe Dubois has told us that out of a population, of thirty millions only about thirty widows a-year committed